Polyneuropathy in impotence.
Three hundred and forty-one consecutive impotent patients were evaluated for the presence of polyneuropathy (PNP) by neurophysiological and psychophysical tools, including nerve conduction and quantitative sensory tests (thermal and vibratory). PNP was present in 38% of diabetics, and 10% of non diabetics. Overall, PNP was found in 19% of impotent patients. PNP is relatively common among impotent patients, and might play a causative role. Patients judged 'neurogenic' and those judged 'vasculogenic', based on nocturnal tumescence test (NPT) and vasoactive drug injection tests, had very similar rates of PNP (21 and 23%, respectively). Thus it is suggested that the vasoactive drug injection test does not serve in discriminating neurogenic from non-neurogenic impotence. NPT, however, faithfully discriminates psychogenic from organic impotence, as far as PNP is involved, since a very low percentage of patients with normal NPT had PNP.